
One of the tools that the city uses when determining how to spend their money is a Health 

Map that they calculate every few years (I’m not sure of the frequency).  We can use it as Map that they calculate every few years (I’m not sure of the frequency).  We can use it as 

well, but it’s important that we understand how an area’s health is calculated. I will also 

talk about where and what various city and neighborhood plans say we do as well as what 

has been done in recent years. 
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There were five variables that the city used when calculating each area’s health.  It There were five variables that the city used when calculating each area’s health.  It 

is important to note the source, especially the Census data, and the amount of area 

covered by each data point.  We’ll come back to this.  

Part 1 crimes include robbery, theft, burglary, rape, murder, aggravated assault, 

aggravated battery, arson. 
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Each of these variables was separated out onto a scale from 1 to 4, with 1 being the least 

desirable and 4 being the most.  So, far example, on the persons per crime, it was decided desirable and 4 being the most.  So, far example, on the persons per crime, it was decided 

that 1-3 people per crime was the least desirable earning it a “1” while 9 or more people 

per crime was the most desirable earning it a “4”. 
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Remember how it was noted that the Census data was reported by Census block group?  To 

understand what this means, it’s important to understand how the census collects and understand what this means, it’s important to understand how the census collects and 

enumerates – or calculates – their data.  The very smallest area is a block. In this figure, the 

blocks are outlined by orange lines. In Ward Meade, a block is typically an area 

encompassed by four intersecting roads.  This is true for most areas in Kansas, but there 

are exceptions. 
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The next level of enumeration is Census block groups.  Each block group (which can be seen 

as the heavy line in this map) consists of multiple blocks.  It’s important to note that not all as the heavy line in this map) consists of multiple blocks.  It’s important to note that not all 

block groups are the same size – either by area or population.  They were drawn by state 

and local governments using a set of loose guidelines provided by the Census Bureau. 
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Then there are Census tracts which are made up of block groups. The block groups are 

outlined in blue, and a single tract is shaded with pink. In this study, tracts don’t really play outlined in blue, and a single tract is shaded with pink. In this study, tracts don’t really play 

a role.  So I’m going to move on. 
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The city used block groups as the boundaries for their calculations, and those block groups 

do not always correspond with neighborhood boundaries as is the case with Ward Meade.  do not always correspond with neighborhood boundaries as is the case with Ward Meade.  

The heavy block line is the neighborhood boundary, the blue lines are the block groups.  

The gray block groups are the block groups that contain portions of our neighborhood 

which were NOT used when calculating our neighborhood’s health score.  In these 

instances, it’s important to note that the triangle between Washburn and Garfield and 6th

and 4th got lumped in with Potwin.  The area from Tyler to Vanburen got lumped in with a 

large portion of downtown and industrial Topeka.   The block groups shaded in blue are the 

groups which the city used when determining our composite neighborhood score. Here it’s 

important to note that the scores will be influenced by the properties between 6th and 7th

streets. 
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This map shows the score for the poverty variable.  The dark red is 1 (least desirable score), 

the pink is 2, and the dark blue is 4.  Remember what’s influencing the Eastern portion and the pink is 2, and the dark blue is 4.  Remember what’s influencing the Eastern portion and 

the Washburn – Garfield area – neighborhoods that aren’t really very similar to them.  
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Public safety as measured by Persons Per Crime.  Dark red is a score of 1 (least desirable), 

pink is 2, light blue is 3, and dark blue is 4. pink is 2, light blue is 3, and dark blue is 4. 
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Home values. The pink is a 2 and the dark blue is a 4. 
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Owner Occupied homes.  Pink is a 2, light blue a 3, and dark blue a 4. 
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Number of boarded and unsafe structures.  The lightblue is a 3 and dark blue is a 4. 
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Here is each individual area’s composite score.  The score from each variable was added 

and then divided by 5 to get the common average (mean, for those mathematicians out and then divided by 5 to get the common average (mean, for those mathematicians out 

there).   Pink is a 2, light blue 3, and dark blue 4. Remember the map earlier where I had 

the three center block groups highlighted in turquoise?  Those are the block groups that 

were then averaged together to get a neighborhood composite score of 2.3, which is still At 

Risk. Remember the influencing factors that were discussed earlier when it comes to the 

areas on the extreme east and west and what those numbers really represent. 
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Now that we have some idea of the numbers that city is looking at, let’s look at what other 

guidance is out there for us to consider when planning our work.   This statement guidance is out there for us to consider when planning our work.   This statement 

emphasizes that it’s important not to ignore areas that are currently in “at risk” or “out 

patient” – to ignore them leaves them open to falling back into a less desirable.  It takes 

more money to improve an area than it does to maintain an area’s rating. 
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This statement reemphasizes the importance of doing work in all areas, but not the same 

amount or even same type of work.  amount or even same type of work.  
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From our own neighborhood plan, which was developed with the city’s help. Take what’s 

good in the neighborhood, preserve it, and move out from there. good in the neighborhood, preserve it, and move out from there. 
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What do we have in our neighborhood that’s good?  In this map, the circles are parks, the 

asterisks historical properties, crosses are churches, triangles concentrated business (with asterisks historical properties, crosses are churches, triangles concentrated business (with 

the exception of 6th Street and Topeka Blvd which we all recognize as business districts) and 

flags active schools.  Most of these were identified in our neighborhood plan as features 

that bring people into our neighborhood.  For the historical sites, I included a couple that 

have been added since the development of our plan. 

[3/20 Note: During the presentation at the meeting, someone noted that I forgot to include 

a couple of sites on the east side. In an effort to annotate this presentation as presented, I 

made the decision not to update the map.]
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Our 10-year neighborhood plan, which we are currently in year three of, also provides 

some guidance on what sort of work we should be focusing on.  some guidance on what sort of work we should be focusing on.  
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Some more suggestions from our plan. 
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Here is a graphical version of areas where our plan indicated work should be done.  It 

doesn’t show up well (my apologies), but the areas along Clay and Fillmore should be a doesn’t show up well (my apologies), but the areas along Clay and Fillmore should be a 

darker brown to indicate that according to our plan, these should be secondary areas of 

work.  
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When the neighborhood was awarded the SORT money, primary, secondary, and tertiary 

areas were identified as to which residents would be given the opportunity to apply for areas were identified as to which residents would be given the opportunity to apply for 

housing rehabilitation loans and grants.  The shaded block represents these areas, all of 

which received letters allowing them to apply for the program.   I used the 2007 Health 

Map as the background as that was the active map at the time these decisions were made. 
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Last year, Deborah Edwards and other members of the NIA worked with the city to get an 

infill house built on a piece of land sold to them by Deborah. That house is currently under infill house built on a piece of land sold to them by Deborah. That house is currently under 

contract. 
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We have also received Empowerment Money to help improve areas of our neighborhood.  

These areas include side and crosswalks at 5th and Washburn, a sidewalk and bike rack at These areas include side and crosswalks at 5th and Washburn, a sidewalk and bike rack at 

Ward Meade Park, and a fence at Giles Park. 

As we move forward with planning events and activities in the coming years, these are all 

factors to consider. However, I feel that it’s important not to put too much emphasis on any 

one aspect lest we cause a decline in another due to neglect. 
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